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INSTALLATION OF 
MUSTAFA UMAR EL-KANEMI 

SHEHU OF BORNO 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE MILITARY 
GOVERNOR OF NORTH-EASTERN STATE 

BRIGADIER MUSA USMAN (NAF) 

ON 21sx FEB. 1975 




Brigadier Musa Usman , ( NAF) Military Governor , North-Eastern 

State of Nigeria 


The Shehu of Bor no, Mustafa Umar EUKanemi 


BIOGRAPHY OF THE SHEHU OF BORNO 
MUSTAFA UMAR EL-KANEMI 

He was born in 1924, Kanembu by tribe, son of late Shehu 
Umar Sanda El-Amin El-Kanemi, who was the Shehu of 
Bomo in 1937-1967. Educated at the Borno Middle School 
Middle III and became Wali’s Office scribe in 1945. Trans¬ 
ferred to the Police Department as clerk in 1949 and pro¬ 
moted to the post of Lance Corporal the same year, he was 
transferred to the post of (Iyalema) Shehu’s Representative. 

He was appointed Supervisor of Veterinary Department 
in 1950 and transferred to Nguru Town as Shehu’s Repre¬ 
sentative. In 1952 he was transferred to Central Office and 
sent to Zaria for Summer School, Local Government Course. 
In 1953 he attended Clerical Training College, Zaria. He was 
elected Member of the House of Assembly in 1956 and ap¬ 
pointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Land 
and Survey in 1961. He was re-appointed as a scribe in the 
Central Office after the Military Coup. In 1968 Shehu 
Mustafa Umar was appointed as District Head of Mafa and 
transferred to Nganzai District in 1971. On 21st September, 
1974, he became the Shehu of Borno, 



ORDER OF PROCESSION FOR DURBAR 

1. S. A. A. Baba Gana 

.. WaziriofBomo 

2. Yerima Muktar 

.. Maiduguri 

3. Abba Ibrahim Shehu 

Abubakar Garbai 

.. Auno 

4. Baba Kura Shehu Sanda Kiarimi 

... Gujba 

S. Abba Masta Shehu Sanda Kura . 

.. Nganzai 

6. Baba Kura Rufai 

Borsari 

7. Alhaji Bukar Botu'ibe 

Gubio 

8. Abba Yusuf, Ibrahim Wadaima ... 

Kanumbu 

9. Shettima Bukar, Shettima Kanuribe 

... Nguru 

10. Zanna Medala Abba Sheriff 

Geidam 

11. Abba Laminu Sadik 

Mobbar 

12. Zanna Umara Benisheikh 

Yerwa 

13. Zanna Aijinoma 

Kaga 

14. Zanna Baba Sunoma 

Magumen 

15. Mai Bukar, Mai Machinama 

Machina 

16. Zanna Ali 

Yusufari 

17. Zanna Gaddama 

Monguno 

18. Zanna Dalatu 

Damaturu 

19. Zanna Yirima 

Mafa 

20. Zanna Kyari Masu 

Marte 

21. Zanna Zoru 

Konduga 

22. Zanna Balfama Bukar 

Marghi 

23. Kaigama Zubairu 

Fune 





Faruk (Shehu of Borno's Bodyguards) 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF BORNO 


The old Borno Empire was founded by people who came from the 
East (Yemen) over one thousand years ago. It occupied the area to the 
east of Hausaland, the influence of which was felt throughout the great 
part of the Sahara and the Sudan. The principal tribes are the Kanuris , 
Shuwa Arabs and other Hamitic tribes numbering about 2,000,000. The 
Mais of Borno (Kings) ruled the empire from Birni Jimi, the headquarters 
until sometime in the fifteenth century, when the empire was at its height, 
the capital was moved to Birni Gazargumo near Geidam where its bricYs 
ruins may still be seen. 

In 1808, the Fulani armies invaded Borno and the Mai (King) fled 
toKumawa where he asked assistance from Mohammed A! Amin El Kane- 
mai, Kanem man of great piety and learning, who had already travelled ex¬ 
tensively. He had accompanied his father on the pilgrimage, stayed five 
years in Medina, five years in Cairo and three years in Fez. At the in¬ 
vitation of the Mai (King) Mohammed A1 Kanemi raised a small number 
of fanatic followers and repulsed the Fulani invading forces. Consequently 
upon this victory, the people flocked to his standard and thus recognising 
him as thier leader. He was reluctant to make himself Chief of Borno 
but he used his influence and reinstated the fugitive Mai while he re¬ 
tained all the real power in his own hands. But after repulsing another 
attempt of invasion by the Fulani and Bagermi he found it extremely 
difficult to keep himself in the background. In 1814 he built for himself 
a residence at Kukawa as his Headquarters which eventually became 
capital of Borno. Mohammed A1 Amin El Kanemi (commonly known 
as Shehu Laminu) took no title for himself but allowed the puppet Mai 
to rule nominally. He died in 1835 and was succeeded by his son Umar 
who removed the last Mai from Office and assumed the title of “Shehu 
of Borno”. 

In later years the power of Borno began to decline and in 1893 Rabeh, 
who was formerly a slave of Zubeir Pasha, led an army from the Egyptian 
Sudan into Borno, defeating the Shehu’s troops and capturing the head¬ 
quarters of Kukawa. Rabeh established his headquarters at Dikwa and 
for seven years the people of Borno sufferred under the rule of Rabeh. 
In 1900 the French defeated and slew Rabeh in a battle on the banks of 
River Shari at Kusuri and restored Shehu Umar as the ruler of Borno. 

The French demanded from him, however, an indemnity of 80,000 
Maria Theresa dollars, and when this was refused, they deposed him 
and installed his younger brother, Abubakar Garbai in his place. No 
sooner had the Shehu started collecting the balance of 6,500 dollars 
demanded by the French as the price of their defeating Rabeh and his 
son, than he received a message from Colonel Morland (the commanding 
Officer of the British troops) requesting him that he would be recognised as 
the ruler of British Borno if he would stop collecting of the French 
indemnity and return to Monguno. He accepted the offer and became the 
first Shehu of British Borno. The French appointed a member of 
the same family as the Shehu of Dikwa. 



It was decided to rebuild Kukawa, but meanwhile the Shehu took 
up residence at Monguno. The Shehu reoccupied Kukawa but within 
the next few years it became apparent that, owing to the commercial 
inaccessibility and the climatic disadvantages, Kukawa was unsuitable to 
be capital of Borno. A new site was selected on the River Alo near 
Maiduguri Village and was named Yerwa. On the 9th of January, 1907 
Shehu Abubakar Garbai moved with his court to Yerwa while the Civil 
Administration took up permanent quarters in Maiduguri. 

Shehu Abubakar Garbai died in 1922 and his eldei brother Shehu 
Sanda Kura was re-appointed as Shehu of Borno in the same year. 
Shehu Sanda Kura died in 1937 and Shehu Sanda Shehu Kiarimi (the 
father of present Shehu) was installed in his place in the same year. Shehu 
Sanda Shehu Kiarimi passed away in the year 1967 and Shehu Umar 
Abubakar Garbai succeeded him in the following year. Shehu Umar 
Abubakar Garbai died in 1974 and was succeeded by the present Shehu 
Mustafa Umar El Kanemi in the same year. 

It should be noted that physically Yerwa is the Headquarters of 
Borno but for all official purposes, the name Maiduguri is exclusively 
used. 



ECONOMIC POTENTIALITIES 


Homo Emirate comprises an area of 32,995 square miles and has a 
population of 1,971,870. The Country is rich in natural resources, nearly 
25 per cent of the total groundnut production in the former Northern 
Nigeria was produced in Bomo. In the Southern districts of Marghi 
and Gujba the potential for cotton production is very great. In one sea¬ 
son the production reached a record of about 600 tons. 

Gum Arabic. —This forest product is at the moment collected from 
wild trees in the more arid parts of the Northern and Central Borne, 
the annual production is 4,500 tons. 

Cattle.— Borno Emirate has a Livestock population of 1,935,172. The 
potential for meat industry too is very great. Borno Local Authority 
constructed two modern Abattoirs at Maiduguri and Nguru. At Nguru 
and Maiduguri there is a regular rail transport services of chilled meat 
to Lagos. In 1973/74 a record figure of 95,991 heads of cattle were expor¬ 
ted from Borno to other parts of Nigeria. This represents more than 50 
per cent of all the* trade cattle exported annually to Southern States by 
the Northern States. 

Wheat and ifo’ce,—There are at least a million acres of land along 
shores of Lake Chad and rivers flowing into it which can be developed 
for the production of irrigated Wheat and Rice Crops. Work has already 
started on this development at You, Gam born and on the Fadama of 
Jere. In the Borno sector of the Scheme about 10,000 acres of wheat 
and rice are under irrigated cultivation. 

Guinea Corn and Millet. —These are the stable food crops and in a 
normal year. Borno produces surplus of these crops. 

Fish Production .— All the Nigerian Sector of the Lake Chad is in Borno 
Province and this comprises about one-third of the Lake which is very 
rich source of fish. Although a great quantity of fish is already being 
caught from the Lake and marketed throughout Nigeria, experts belie¬ 
ved that it is grossly under-fished, and an annual production of between 
40,000 and 50,000 tons can be reached with proper development. This 
development is already in progress, and eventually it should be possible 
to replace the imported stock-fish with better qualitv fish from Lake 
Chad. 

Potash .—Large deposits of this product are found in Lake Chad and 
Borno exported thousands of tons to other parts of Nigeria and other 

Countries in West Africa. 

Electricity and Water Supply — These are available in Maiduguri and 
Nguru, and pipeborn water supply has been provided for four district 

headquarters. 



PROGRAMME FOR THE INSTALLATION 
CEREMONY 


Serial Time Events Remarks 

1. 0720 hrs All guests occupying East and 

West stands to be seated. 

2. 0725 hrs Guests occupying V. I. P-stand 

to be seated. 

3. 0735 hrs Emirs and Chiefs arrive. 

4 0740 hrs Civil Commissioners arrive. 

5. 0745 hrs The Shehu arrives and proceeds 

to his pavilion tent. 

b. 0750 hrs Provincial Secretary arrives. 

7. 0752 hrs Inspector General of Police 

arrives. 

8. 0755 hrs All visiting Military Governors 

arrive Receive Loyal Salute. 

9. 800 hrs H. E. The Military Governor All Stand. 

of the North-Eastern State accom- Loyal Salute, 
panied by the Commander 33 
Bde and the Commissioner of 
Police arrive. His Excellency re¬ 
ceives Loyal Salute. 

10. 805 hrs H. E. the Military Governor 

of the North-Eastern State mounts 
the dais. 

11. 806 hrs Traditional Installation Com¬ 

mences. 

12. 830 hrs The Shehu mounts the dais accom¬ 

panied by the Waiziri, greets the 
Military Governor and takes his 
seat. 


Receives I. G's sa¬ 
lute. 

All Stand. 

Loyal Salute. 



13. 830 hrs Imam Asil mounts the dais and 

administers the Oath of Allegiance. 

14. 837 hrs H. E. the Military Governor of the 

North-Eastern State delivers his 
address and presents to Shehu: 

(/) Letter of Appointment 
(//) Staff of Office. 

15. 847 hrs The Shehu makes his speech, to be 

translated in Kanuri. 

16. 854 hrs Imam Asil, Imam Ibrahim, Talba and 

Mainin Kinandi mount the dais and 
say prayer from the Holy Koran. 

17. 856 hrs Councillors led by the Waziri come to 

the front of the dais and pay traditional 
homage to the Shehu. 

18. 905 hrs The Band matches off. 

19. 916 hrs Durbar Begins District Conti- 

gents will be 
led by District 
Heads into the 
Durbar Ground 
from Nimeiri Rd. 


20 1056 hrs Durbar Ends District Conti- 

gents proceed 
to the Palace via 
Dandal Way. 

21. 1100 hrs H. E. the Military Governor of the 

North-Eastern State introduces the 
Military Governors and Heads of Ser¬ 
vices to the Shehu. 

22. 1110 hrs Band takes position to play the 

National Anthem. 

23. 1115 hrs H. E. the Military Governor of the 

North-Eastern State departs. 

24. 1120 hrs Visiting Military Governors depart. 



25. 

1125 hrs 

Inspector General of Police departs. 


26. 

1130 hrs 

V. I. P. Guests come to the dais, 
the Shehu and leave. 

salute * 


27. 

1150 hrs 

Provincial Secretary takes leave 
Shehu and departs. 

of the 


28. 

1155 hrs 

The Shehu leaves for the 

Palace. 

The Shehu wiil 
leave or. horse 


back through 
Dandal Way. 

Note .—Immediately after the ceremony, the Shehu amids his body 
guard and horsemen will leave the Durbar Ground for his Palace on horse- 
back. Guests wishing to see the Shehu riding along into the Palace may be 
seated on the Upstairs at the Frontage of the Palace. 

AFTERNOON EVENTS 

29, !630hrs Traditional Dances begin at Durbar Ground. 

IBOOhrs „ „ End. 

EVENING EVENTS 


,30 . 1930-21hrs Cocktail Party. 


At L. A. 
Reading Room. 
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Borno Horseman 




